% SAYS AUTOMATIC PHONE OFFICIALS.
TO BLOCK COUNT OF SUBSCRIBERS

S, W. Tracy, vice-president Ilinols
THlephone & Telegraph Co., and oth-
ef officials of thut company, tried to
hide records wanted by the public
sarvies department making a count
of automatic phones, according to

Moutague Ferry. The count has
afmtvn that out of more than 24,000

es In the automatic phone direc-
¥r¥ less than 14883 arce bona-fide
subsicribers.

How Vice President Tracy and oth-
e#s tried to snag and hiold back the
count and smear it over as inaccurate
or lmproper is told in Public Service
Conunissioner Ferry's report of the
coupt. Though the company exiats
through a franchise granted by the
city and has its wires laid under city
straets, Tracy and his crowd acted as
though Ferry and the city inspeciors
were butting in and behaving wrong
when they came to look at records
und exchanges,

“The depf:.mem of public service
had.not had the fall eo-operation of
the Ninois Telephone & Teiagraph
Co,” writes Ferry. “This delayed the
work of the eount.”

“Written notice was served on Tracy
Qot. B that the city council had or-
dered (he count made and city in-
spbotors wanled to see the company’s
records. It was not until Nov. 21 that
dity meg were allowed to go into the
phons exchanges. It was not unti
Diég. 11, after more sparring and jig-
gling around, that Tracy gave clty
mén permission to look over the com-
pally's revords

From Oct 8 till Nov .21 Ferry and
his men kept on tackling Tracy for
2 nopen door. But Tracy kept the

shut, stalied off all inspectors
atid said he was walting for advice
from his lawyers. Not until the
colincll gas-ofl committee sent Dan
Schayier the phons company law-
yer, n notice that the committee de-
manded the company give free sccess

On Nov. 30 Tracy sent to Ferry
charges tat one of Ferry's men had
made “derogatory remarks” and ad-
vised patrons not to pay their bills
to the phone company. The nvesti-
gator wits Inid off and afterwards put”
back by Ferry when It was found that
not one of the charges made by Tracy
had any foundation. In each case the
phone' subsoriber goncerned made »
signed statemeant i the investign-
tor had not made the “derognlory re-
marks” complained of. Ferry cites
each complaint and his proof of lis
untruth in each cage and then in's
letter to Tracy, the head man of the
automatic pohne system of Chicago,
writes: -

“Out of a total of six complains,
therefore, "your company scores 100
per cent in statements contrary to’
fact. The net result is testimony to
the efficient work done by the in-
spectors who bave oalled on thou-_
sands of subscribers and not caused
a single bona fide complaint. If odt
of such a number of visits as many ns
200 or 300 complaints had been re-
ceived It would pot bave been exe.
traordinary.
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SUSPICIOUS
The rural lad emerged from the,
woods one day and was walking
along the road when he saw an au-.
tomobile for the first times. The. 1
didn't look natural to him and bey
started down the middle of the road ;
at » gpeed that made the automobile ;
burn gasoline to keep him in sight..
“Won't do nothin’ o' the kind ! de-
flantly called back tha native. q
“What's that?" mdignantly cried
the chauffeur, still. working the,
horn. ' Do you medn o tell me you, -
won't get ont of the road?” =N
“"That's jes' what I said!™ cried the.,
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1 all records did Tracy come across. | egraph,
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